
 

 

Biotechnology is broadly defined as a collection of new scientific techniques that use living cells and their 
molecules to make products or solve problems.  It has a wide range of application, including human and animal 
health care, food and agriculture, environmental protection and industrial processes. 
 
The Biotechnology Center is a private, non-profit corporation founded by the state in 1984 as the nation’s first 
government-sponsored biotechnology center. Its mission is to provide long-term economic and societal 
benefits to North Carolina by supporting biotechnology research, business and education statewide. 
 

### 
 

 
Contact at the N.C. Biotechnology Center: Barry Teater, Director of Corporate Communications, 919-541-
9366; email barry_teater@ncbiotech.org. Visit the Center’s web site at www.ncbiotech.org. 
  
Biotechnology Strategic Plan Steering Committee  
 
Co-chairs: former North Carolina governors Jim Hunt and Jim Martin 
 
Members: 
 
Dr. Leslie Alexandre, President and CEO, North Carolina Biotechnology Center 
Ms. Molly Broad, President, University of North Carolina System 
Mr. Jack Cecil, President, Biltmore Farms 
Mr. Lawrence Davenport, President, J.P. Davenport and Son, and Chairman, Golden LEAF  
Mr. Dennis Dougherty, General Partner, Intersouth Partners 
Mr. Jim Fain, Secretary, N.C. Department of Commerce 
Mr. Billy Ray Hall, President, N.C. Rural Economic Development Center 
Dr. Charles Hamner, President, NCBIO 
Mr. Robert Ingram, former President and COO, GlaxoSmithKline 
Mr. Martin Lancaster, President, N.C. Department of Community Colleges 
Mr. Howard Lee, Chairman, State Board of Education 
Ms. Beverly Perdue, Lieutenant Governor 
Dr. Ralph Snyderman, Chancellor, Health Affairs, Duke University 
Mr. Norris Tolson, Secretary, N.C. Department of Revenue 
Mr. Richard Wiley, Vice President, Duke Power Co. and President, N.C. Economic Developers Association 
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